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We have reached the end of a very different school 
year and I am so pleased with all that has been 
achieved during this time. I greatly appreciate the 
efforts of all members of our Marist Family in ensuring 
that the year was a success. 

After a rapid switch to online learning when the 
Covid-19 Lockdown was announced, lessons 
continued and not a day of learning was missed. 
Along with ensuring that all of the Covid-19 protocols 
were in place upon our return to school, our admin 
and estate staff worked tirelessly to ensure that 
set-up and screening was of a very high standard. 
Teachers then provided input both on-site and online 
in order to ensure that all pupils could continue with 
uninterrupted learning. 

Fantastic artwork has been produced this year and 
we were also pleased to have the choir recording a 
song virtually and a pupil achieving 98% in an online 
piano examination. Our sporting stars shone in Term 
One and unfortunately, thereafter no formal sport was 

allowed during the pandemic. However, the children 
kept fit and enjoyed getting involved in the Jerusalema 
challenge, within their physically distanced grids on 
the field, and in this moment the usual St Joseph’s 
spirit of pre-Covid times shone through! 

We have missed gathering together as a Marist family 
for all of our usual fundraising and community events 
this year and we do hope that this will become a 
reality for us again soon. Many thanks to those who 
participated in our 5km Virtual Big Walk and our Camp 
Out at Home events to enkindle our family spirit.

I wish everyone well over the festive season. The 
support of the parent body was indeed heartening to 
all members of staff during a difficult but successful 
year.

Keep well and stay safe!

Caron Darby-Michaels

HEAD OF COLLEGE REPORT

I greatly appreciate the efforts of all members 
of our Marist Family in ensuring that the year 
was a success. 
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The President’s Award for Youth Empowerment is part of the Duke of Edinburgh’s International
Award. It is an exciting personal challenge for young people between the ages of 14 and 24.
It started in the United Kingdom in 1956 and was first available in South Africa in 1983.
There are over 14,300 active participants in the country from schools, prisons, community
youth groups and children’s homes.

Bronze Level
1. Service
At least 24 hours of regular service over three months.

2. Physical Recreation
Select an activity and show regular effort and improvement over 3 months.

3. Skill
Select an activity and show regular effort and improvement over 3 months.

4. Adventurous Journey
24km Minimum duration: 2 consecutive days and 1 night.

Silver Level
1. Service
At least 48 hours of regular service over 6 months.

2. Physical Recreation
Select an activity and show regular effort and improvement over 6 months.

3. Skill
Select an activity and show regular effort and improvement over 6 months.

4. Adventurous Journey
24km Minimum duration: 3 consecutive days and 2 nights.

Gold Level
1. Service
At least 72 hours of regular service over 12 months.

2. Physical Recreation
Select an activity and show regular effort and improvement over 12 months.

3. Skill
Select an activity and show regular effort and improvement over 12 months.

4. Adventurous Journey
80km Minimum duration: 4 consecutive days and 3 nights.

5. Residential Project
A compulsory Residential Project of at least 5 consecutive days and 4 nights must be
completed and be part of a group of people who are not your companions, and work towards
a common goal

Jarred-Paul Adams
Mikhael Adams
Jean-Luke Adonis
Emma Kortjé
Kallyn Merckell
Devina Rama
Aimée Simons
Patrick Smith

The President’s Award
I AM MARIST

Gold Level

Jean-Luke AdonisJarred-Paul Adams Mikhael Adams Emma Kortjé

Kallyn Merckell Devina Rama Patrick SmithAimée Simons
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This year has indeed been a trying time for all of us, 
as many of us have been concerned about so many 
issues. As most of you are aware, we have five values 
which we live by at St Joseph’s namely, Love of Work, 
In the way of Mary, Presence, Simplicity and Family 
Spirit. This year we decided to take Presence as our 
value for the year. What better time for us to reflect on 
this value than this year when we were in each other’s 
presence like never before during the nationwide 
lockdown. 

Lockdown forced us to be present to members of our 
families in a very real way. It gave us time to look at 
the deeper questions of life like: What are we here for? 
What do we really need? What is it in our life that is just 
taking up space?

We saw that what was really important was our 
relationship with others. It was a time for us to listen 
to each other, to be there for each other and to give 
our children the attention they so desperately need 
and want. We needed to be patient and wait and 
listen to the voice of the Lord during the course of 
this year. Our lives took a different turn and we were 
all concerned about our loved ones. Many of us sadly 
lost someone dear to us during this time.  Let us take 
comfort in the words of Isaiah 40:1-2, “Comfort, O 
comfort my people…speak tenderly to Jerusalem.” 
Isaiah describes a loving God who is a shepherd and 

assures us that God longs to gather us and carry us 
with his compassionate heart. May all those who have 
lost loved ones be assured of God’s loving presence.

Despite it having been a difficult year for everyone, 
the generosity at St Joseph’s Marist College was 
overwhelming. Many thanks for supporting our 
Mandela Day Campout at home where R8192 was 
raised for the Marist/SVDP feeding scheme in Atlantis 
and a Covid-19 recovery centre in Bonteheuwel.  The 
Interact Champagnat Club raised R2000 by assisting 
at the Rotary Opera Lite@Marist event in February and 
this money was donated to the Holy Cross Children’s 
Home where a fire broke out on Mandela Day. The 
response to our Christmas Collection for Marist Mercy 
Care in Addo was phenomenal with R11 600 being 
raised for the children in their care.

We were blessed to celebrate the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation, First Communion and Confirmation this 
year. Many thanks to our Chaplain, Fr John Enslin SJ, 
for his continued commitment to the College, as well 
as the Marist Brothers.

May the peace and joy of the Christ child be with you 
and your loved ones during this holy season.

Shona Smith

ETHOS AND SPIRITUALITY REPORT

Despite it having been a difficult year for 
everyone, the generosity at St Joseph’s Marist 
College was overwhelming.
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This year has certainly been an immense challenge 
to each and every musician the world over. The 
hard lockdown has forced us, as the Marist Music 
department, to completely change our way of doing 
things and to move to online lessons since April. While 
this was a very tricky transition, our music teachers 
have made an almost seamless change. The pandemic 
has highlighted how important it is to remain balanced 
and how vital the role of music is in our society. 

Our annual Marist Music Festival had to be postponed 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic and although we were 
very sad that it could not take place as scheduled, we 
understand that safety comes first. I am confident that 
once the dangers of the pandemic are behind us, we 
will be able to host our event and have a wonderful 
time with musical festivities. Please keep your eye out 
for updates regarding our Marist Music Festival 2021.

During the Lockdown our Music Department reached 
out to some international music professionals. Our 
Matric Class of 2020 had the opportunity to interview 
the following two musicians - Dr Nicola Mason (Interim 
Chair of the Department of Curriculum and Instruction 
at Eastern Kentucky University) about the realities of 

being a musician during an international pandemic 
and, in the following Masterclass, the class prepared a 
forum discussion about music education with Weston 
Sprott, Dean of the Preparatory Division at the Juilliard 
School in New York. These conversations offered 
our Matriculants invaluable insight into the broader 
spectrum of international music departments.

I would like to congratulate all the Music students 
for persevering through a very difficult year. Music 
is something that needs to be shared and enjoyed 
face-to-face. It was definitely more challenging to 
do this online, however, the programme continued 
successfully. The Music department is planning some 
wonderful and exciting new initiatives, such as the 
St Joseph's Marist College Arts Eisteddfod 2021 and 
innovative instrumental programmes for 2021 (Covid 
regulations permitting).

We look ahead to a positive 2021 filled with wonderful 
music and we thank you for supporting your children's 
music education during this trying year.

Elzahn Johnson-Petersen

HEAD OF MUSIC REPORT

We look ahead to a positive 2021 filled with 
wonderful music.“ ”
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Once again we started the year filled with excitement 
and expectations. We had a very successful and 
enjoyable Term 1. Pupils were filled with anticipation 
with what lay ahead and we would never have 
predicted that it would be the last of the sporting terms 
for the year.

A definite highlight in the High School was winning 
the Triangular Athletic event at St George’s against 
Cannons Creek and the hosts. Our Gr 12s and teachers 
were instrumental in motivating and encouraging our 
athletes that afternoon.

The Junior School participated in a Quadrangular and 
the Inter-Catholic Athletics meet. A number of our 
athletes won bronze, silver and gold medals. They were 
very well supported by their teachers and coaches.

Our swimming gala was thoroughly enjoyed by the 
pupils. More such events will be introduced next year. 
Our Junior School also participated in a swimming gala 
at Golden Grove Primary and many of them performed 
admirably.

The Senior School Girls’ softball team enjoyed a very 

fulfilling term of softball. We had to develop a pitcher 
for the year ahead which was a good challenge for 
the team and our Grade 8 girls approached this with 
great enthusiasm. We also started softball in the Junior 
School this year and we are hoping to enter a team in 
the league next year.

In cricket, the u15 mid-week team was very successful. 
They were unbeaten during Term 1. Our u19 Saturday 
team showed great commitment and gave of their best 
during each match.
The 2 cricket teams in the Junior School were very 
competitive. Our mini cricketers participated in two 
festivals where they could display their potential and 
skill.

We introduced a professional tennis coach at the 
College this year to further improve the technique of 
our tennis players. He provided excellent coaching, 
having played on the pro-circuit, and we look forward 
to seeing the pupils playing tennis again in 2021.

Keep active and stay healthy!

Spencer Jacobs

SPORT REPORT

A definite highlight in the High School was 
winning the Triangular Athletic event at St 
George’s against Cannons Creek and the 
hosts.
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2020 a year with plenty to be grateful for….
20 years ago the SNU was started through prayer and 
a keen interest by parents to have their children in an 
environment that would be accepting and nurturing. 
The hope of the first Special Needs classroom was 
inspired by the Lloyd family whose vision was that there 
would be a place to cater for students with a variety of 
specialised needs. The idea of Marist love and standing 
firm in the footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat is what 
made St Joseph’s Marist College the ideal place in the 
Lloyd family’s mind.  They knew the College’s history 
of learning, compassion and family spirit. Intuitively, 
Hugh Fynn, Tubby Teubes and Br Laurence knew this 
too. They went on to become the key role players that 
helped say yes to the inclusion of the Special Needs 
Unit at St Joseph’s.
The Special Needs Unit Parent Committee has always 
included passionate parents that are eager to assist. 
Through their hard work and yearly fundraisers, we 
have been able to purchase a Condor, build a recycling 
area, install ramps and hand rails in our unit and 
around the school, pave around the unit, acquire 
resources specifically needed for the learners and, 
most recently, we were able to install a wheelchair 
accessible toilet. 
Our students are the College’s heart and soul, as 
well as being a living reminder that inclusivity is an 
important part of the world we live in today. Their 

determination to succeed and the sheer joy which 
shines through their daily work is something from 
which we can all learn.
The inclusion of the SNU into the life of the College 
is a model which should be celebrated and used 
as an example for many schools to follow.  It has a 
proud history of many innovative staff members who 
have contributed to the success of the Unit. Their 
enthusiastic outlook and drive to ensure that each child 
receives a quality education is simply one of the driving 
blocks that has kept us moving forward.
The end of the school year can evoke many emotions  
which can include the excitement for the upcoming 
holidays or a sigh of relief that we made it through 
this challenging year. There is a common thread 
of emotion which is one of thankfulness that is felt 
throughout the Unit. We are incredibly thankful to the 
parents that have worked closely with us to ensure that 
teaching and learning could continue during Covid-19.  
Being able to adapt and moving with the times was a 
challenge we all welcomed and gladly accepted.
St Joseph’s Marist College has opened its doors and 
allowed the Unit to take root in this beautiful place. For 
that we would like to thank the management and the 
entire school community for the past 20 years of love, 
acceptance and opportunities. 

Clare Wagner

We are incredibly thankful to our parents that 
have worked closely with us to ensure that 
teaching and learning could continue during 
Covid-19. 
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SPECIAL NEEDS UNIT REPORT
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First day of school
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Grade 12 Induction Mass
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FAMILY CAMPOUT
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Ash WednesdayShrove Tuesday
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BOEKBUDDIES Grade 5 & 6 Camp
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Inter-Catholics
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Extra murals
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COVID-19
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OUTREACH

Bonteheuwel Covid Centre

Marist-SVDP feeding scheme

Marist-SVDP feeding scheme

Holy Cross Fire

Marist-SVDP feeding scheme

Marist-SVDP feeding scheme
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Nelson Mandela Day CAMPOUT
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ART & DESIGN

Grade 9 reflective selfies: digital photography

Futuristic footwear made entirely 
out of paper Zoe Levitt. G11. Life and lockdown

Benita Kati Grade 9 

Senior School

Sarah Clark Grade 12 Light and 
Life under lockdown
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ART & DESIGN
Junior School

Kaltoemah Joseph Grade 2
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CONFIRMATION
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First Reconciliation
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First Communion
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Senior School Music Concert
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Matric Farewell
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Jean-Luke AdonisJarred-Paul Adams Sadie Adams

Matric 2020

Tiana Bowers Ntsikelelo 
Cebindevu

Victoria Andrews Dominique Brown

Jordan Harper Ryan Jacksonlma Nontloko Zoe Hendricks

Mikhael Adams

Joshua Cloete Harendran 
Govender

Sarah Clark Michael-Owen 
Du Toit

Emma Kortjé Haley LewendalBrown Kasongo 
Kamwimbi

Zoé Leeuwendaal

Bertina Lumbayi Kallyn MerckellMuzi Li Thabang Makawu

Ethan Nitsckie Matthew OliverLyle Nicholas Viwe Novoyi

Unako Qupha Celena RanjithLyle Petersen Devina Rama
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Ronin-Lee 
Van Der Merwe

Takalani 
Tshinavhe

Songeze Vokozela

Basisonwabiso 
Zwelethu Sibaca

Patrick SmithAdin September Aimée Simons
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SNU 
CELEBRATES 

20 years
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Our new wheelchair accessible toilet
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Our 
matriculants
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Belmont Road
Rondebosch

Cape Town 7700 

P O Box 27
Rondebosch

Cape Town 7701

Tel: +27-21-685-6715
Fax: +27-21-689-1205

Email: admin@maristsj.co.za

maristsj.co.za


